Director's Notes

“Why is it that plays about death always, only, ever wind up trying to
tell us about life?", is a line from the play that lingers on me every time
we encounter it in rehearsals. It perfectly sums up what this strange and
poignant play, Everybody by Branden Jacobs-Jenkins, is trying to
decipher. Everybody is a contemporary adaptation of the medieval
morality play, Everyman. In the original, Death comes to the character
Everyman and summons him to God. Everyman must account for his life,
and how he has lived it. This summoning sets Everyman on a journey of
examining his life, to try to make sense of how he will account of it to
God when he dies. Being a morality play from the fifteenth century;
Everyman was unashamed in its evangelization to the Christian way of
life. Jacobs-Jenkins' adaptation dances between a respectful adaptation,
by keeping most of the structure of the original play, and a critique by
abandoning the Christian moral and interrogating the idea of “God".
And, true to the genre of morality plays, his adaptation is highly
theatrical. Unafraid of reminding us that it is in fact just a play,
particularly at the moments we begin to think it maybe something else.

It is a delicious and challenging play for actors to sink their teeth into.
Our actor focused production, featuring students from the 4% and 3™
year BFA acting program, is light on design support. This allowed us to
focus on what | believe is the strongest thing any play has to offer, the
text! | love this play because it gives voice to the large expansive ideas
that are housed in the intimacies of our minds. It is a play that simply
asks everybody to consider how we live our lives and for what purpose.
The play pokes at us, teases us, and reflects a mirror back on us, by
demanding we examine our humanity and its place in the world. Don't
worry, this play is not aiming to evangelize you to a particular religion.
But it will ask you to consider our responsibility to the world and all
those we share it with.

It has been a pleasure to watch these dedicated students rise to the
challenge of this play. | am excited to see how you, the audience, rise to

it too.

—Cameron Grant, Director & Adjunct Professor
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